MIAMI-DADE

Memorandum

Date: October 25, 2022

Agenda Item No. 2(B)(3)

TO: : 113 2 :
Honorable Chairman Jose “Pepe” Diaz November 15, 2022

and Members, Board of County Commissioners

A\

From: Daniella Levine Cava, | y oo \
Mayor HY-AnUR Retpe— (v

Subject:  Report Regarding Companies that Damage Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department’s
Sewer Pipes During Construction — Directive No. 221504

On September 1, 2022, the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) adopted resolution R-847-22,
sponsored by Commissioner Rebeca Sosa and co-sponsored by Commissioner Eileen Higgins, which
directed the County Mayor or County Mayor’s designee to prepare a report regarding companies that
damage the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department’s (WASD) sewer pipes during construction and to
update said report, providing the same to the BCC every six months thereafter. In response to this directive,
WASD has produced the requested report, attached as Exhibit A.

WASD maintains more than 8,500 miles of underground water lines, as well as approximately 4,100 miles
of sewer lines, serving 2.4 million residents and thousands of visitors. The continuous, uninterrupted water
and sewer service to Miami-Dade County residents is imperative to ensure that residents’ lives are not
unnecessarily interrupted and that the beautiful South Florida environment is protected.

However, contractors that perform work in Miami-Dade County often strike and damage WASD’s
infrastructure, including wastewater or water mains. When a contractor damages a wastewater main, it
can result in wastewater flowing into the County’s waters, including Biscayne Bay, which can result in
environmental damage and, potentially, the inability to enjoy those waters until the water is tested and
deemed safe.

Unfortunately, these incidents are not uncommon throughout the County. Therefore, the BCC resolution
R-847-22, directing the preparation of regular, six-month reports on companies that damage WASD sewer
pipes during construction, was recently passed in an effort to establish an effective tool for tracking and
transparency, as well as to serve as a deterrent to contractors and expedite the time in which repairs are
made to such damaged pipes.

Pursuant to Ordinance No. 14-65, this report will be placed on the next available Board meeting agenda.
Should you require additional information, please contact Roy Coley, Director, Miami-Dade Water and
Sewer Department, at 786-552-8200 or Roy.Coley@miamidade.gov.

C: Geri-Bonzon Keenan, County Attorney
Gerald K. Sanchez, First Assistant County Attorney
Jess M. McCarty, Executive Assistant County Attorney
Office of Mayor Senior Staff
Roy Coley, Water and Sewer Department Director
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Honorable Chairman Edmonson
and Members, Board of County Commissioners
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Jennifer Moon, Chief, Office of Policy and Budgetary Affairs
Adeyinka Majekodunmi, CPA, Commission Auditor

Basia Pruna, Director, Clerk of the Board

Eugene Love, Agenda Coordinator
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